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MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 
Geographe Underground Services 

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West) [5.31 pm]:  With the power crisis uppermost in our minds and the focus 
squarely centred on the Government’s handling of the situation and its vain attempts to escape accountability and 
responsibility - but more importantly on Western Power’s administration and management of the system and the 
state of the distribution network in Western Australia - I wish to bring to the House’s attention some facts and 
figures that have been presented to me on the merits of underground power as opposed to overhead transmission 
lines.  Last Friday I was visited by some people from Geographe Underground Services whom I had spoken to 
previously.  The company operates out of Busselton and works throughout the State.  There are other companies 
similar to it in Western Australia.  They approached me out of frustration and a bit of desperation because of 
what they have been encountering in their dealings with Western Power in recent years.   

Geographe Underground Services is a company that has a number of sections dealing with trenching, directional 
boring, electrical cable installation, communications cable installation and direct ploughing.  I have a photograph 
here of direct ploughing, although it cannot be shown in Hansard.  Like the Minister for Energy, I can show 
members a picture!  It depicts a rather elaborate machine that creates an underground trench that can carry 
electrical transmission lines. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It digs and lays in a single operation. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Yes.  That is a very neat explanation.  The machinery does an excellent job and can 
operate in most conditions, even rock, which can be bored through in sections. 

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Like Telstra in the way it lays cables. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Yes.  The company has been installing Western Power cable and equipment since 1996.  
In that year Western Power had Geographe Underground Services undertake a pilot study to lay a cable using the 
direct plough technique.  The success of that pilot study was outstanding.  The all-up cost, including mobilisation 
to all areas, was $5.95 a metre to install the cable.  If my understanding is correct, a cost of about $4 a metre is 
added for materials.  In round terms, it is $10 a metre to lay the cable.  Western Power’s cost in establishing 
overhead transmission lines is about $20 a metre. 

Hon Kim Chance:  They can do it underground at half the price. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Yes.  That is exactly right.  It represents a 50 per cent cost saving on pole and wire 
installation. 

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Carrying the same voltage? 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Yes.  The cost excludes ongoing maintenance.  If costs are amortised over the 20-year 
life of a transmission line, the benefits will be further extended because the maintenance required on overhead 
transmission lines is much more than for underground lines.  The benefits are obvious.  There is no need for 
vegetation control or pole maintenance and there are no pole-top fires.  Regrettably, we are all aware of recent 
tragedies in the country.  Members of this House are attending a funeral today in Bridgetown.  A person was 
killed as the result of a pole-top fire.  The underground system also brings amenity benefits because there are no 
unsightly poles and wires.   

We have seen an emphasis on putting power underground in urban areas in Western Australia.  I urge the 
minister in this House, who I know is genuine about achieving the right outcomes, to get the message back to 
Western Power that it has to take the situation seriously.  Regardless of its administrative structure, Western 
Power urgently requires a big investment and proper upgrading of the distribution network. 

Given the success of the pilot study and other examples that demonstrate clearly the cost effectiveness and 
benefits of this method of installing electrical power cable, one would think that Western Power would embrace 
it enthusiastically.  However, the company has found exactly the opposite.  It has found itself rejected and 
ostracised.  It has had obstacles put in its path in every form.  It has been given a very hard time, so much so that 
it believes it is being victimised over contracts.  The company has suffered financially.  It has a lot of very 
expensive equipment laid up and doing nothing, which it bought on the back of the success of this method some 
eight years ago.  The company made a huge financial outlay.  I can vouch for the effectiveness of the method 
because underground power was laid along the boundary line of my property at Yallingup.  It is an extremely 
effective method.  There is minimal disruption at the time of laying.  At the end of the process there are only 
advantages; there are no disadvantages.  The company did a very good job.  As an aside, the fellows working on 
the project probably saved my place from a bushfire because a fire started as a result of another incident and they 
were there to put it out. 
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The company has a series of general observations about its dealings with Western Power and none of them is 
positive.  The company maintains that Western Power’s use of personnel is very inefficient.  Western Power 
often turns up with several people to run an inspection of a trench and it often delays inspections of a trench by 
days at a time.  That costs money to the company, which has machinery and people waiting to proceed.  The 
company cannot understand that because it is an accredited cable installer, and those working for the company 
are accredited cable joiners who are perfectly prepared to accept responsibility for these issues.  However, the 
company maintains that it is often frustrated by regulations that delay it and cost it money.  It has a series of 
grievances about its treatment by Western Power.  It maintains - this accords with many stories from constituents 
to members in this place - that the culture within Western Power is at times very arrogant and aloof and needs 
addressing.  I firmly believe that the costing, efficiency and overall effectiveness of placing powerlines 
underground in Western Australia should be given genuine consideration by the Government and Western 
Power.  I urge the Leader of the House to take that message to the authorities.  

Motor Vehicle Accident between Military and Civilian Vehicles 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [5.40 pm]:  At the end of question time today I was greatly relieved to 
hear the minister representing the Minister for Police and Emergency Services provide an explanation to the 
Chamber about a misleading answer to a question without notice on 3 December last year.  Members might 
recall that on 3 December I was extremely concerned that, throughout his four-year tenure, the officer in charge 
of Lancelin Police Station had been unaware of the reporting on his watch of any accidents between military and 
civilian vehicles.  Following the adjournment motion I tabled the police report of such an accident.  It beggars 
belief that the officer in charge would be unaware of such a report.  An alleged hit-and-run incident on his patch 
is hardly something he would not know about in a small community.  If indeed that officer in charge did not 
know, that is an issue in itself.  If the officer did know, we should know why that response was provided to the 
minister to be read out in this Chamber.  We also need to know why, when it is now March, the police and the 
military have been unable to establish the identity of the alleged driver of the military vehicle.  It also beggars 
belief that it was not immediately possible to find out whether a vehicle, and if so which one, had been involved 
in a major bingle that caused thousands of dollars worth of damage to a civilian vehicle and who was the 
authorised driver; and if it was not the authorised driver, who was using the vehicle that evening.  

It does not wash with me nor, I am sure, does it wash with my constituents that it is now March and the identity 
of the driver of a military vehicle involved in an alleged hit-and-run accident is still unknown.  This is 
particularly important given that today the Commissioner of Police said on the radio that people should 
understand that police corruption is a thing of the past because the Western Australia Police Service has a new 
way of doing things.  If we cannot quickly get to the bottom of issues like this, we have not even approached the 
point of dealing with many of the problems.  I have not read the report of the Royal Commission Into Whether 
There Has Been Any Corrupt or Criminal Conduct by Western Australian Police Officers; it is not my bailiwick.  
There should be no difference between the attitude of the law to military personnel and civilians.  The law 
should apply to everyone equally.  My constituents and I want to be certain that in future they can have normal 
access to insurance compensation, and proper processes of claims and compensation for any losses, if that is 
what an investigation finds.  It is very important that this confidence is established because it plays a vital role in 
reassuring the community that everybody is equal under the law. 

As the minister indicated, the investigation has been placed with the central metropolitan district.  I hope that 
means that further investigations are being carried out.  Given the alleged driver has not yet been named, I hope 
the matter has not be put in the too-hard basket.  I hope that basic investigations are taking place.  In a small 
community it does not take Einstein to work out how to discover what movements occurred at certain times of 
the night, who saw whom with whom and what they were doing around that time.  I wonder whether the people 
involved in the alleged hit-and-run have been interviewed by the Lancelin Police or the central police.  If not, I 
am sure I would like to know and the people of the Lancelin region would like to know.  I am also sure that 
people want to believe that the Government, the police commissioner and the minister are serious about the 
issues dealt with in the royal commission and will seek to ensure that confidence in the Police Service is 
restored.  It is very difficult at times for some of my constituents to even put in a police report if they do not have 
confidence in the police.  It is sometimes difficult for people to deal with a major organisation such as the 
Department of Defence if they are not confident that they will be treated fairly in the event of an incident.   

I put the Government on notice that I will follow up this matter to see what progress is made with any 
investigation.  If no progress is made, I will want to know why.  We are still waiting for some answers.  I hope 
that we will eventually find out how a duty officer in a place as small as Lancelin could be unaware of an alleged 
hit-and-run accident on his patch.  There are many potential explanations, but given the alleged circumstances, 
the Chamber deserves to know why not, to not only be fair to the constituents who live in that area but also 
because I think the police have treated this Chamber poorly with its response to my question.  I will investigate 
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whether a better response is provided in future, the impact of that response and whether confidence in the police 
is restored among the people of Lancelin. 

Kenwick Primary School, Treatment of Student 

HON SIMON O’BRIEN (South Metropolitan) [5.49 pm]:  I draw to the attention of the House a matter of some 
gravity.  Yesterday during questions without notice, I asked a question of which some notice had been given 
through the parliamentary secretary to the Minister for Education and Training.  The response I received was 
highly unsatisfactory in the manner that I will now describe.  My question concerned a 12-year-old boy who had 
been in the special education centre at the Kenwick Primary School since, I think, last year, and written 
complaints from September this year made by Mrs Sheila Simons, the boy’s grandmother and legal guardian.  
Those complaints have been made to both the minister and the department.  I asked whether it was true that the 
boy had been routinely and frequently locked in a chain-mesh cage at the school without access to water, toilet 
facilities or shelter from the elements.  The answer in the uncorrected proof of Hansard to that part of the 
question stated - 

(1) Kenwick Special Education School staff advise that the answer to this question is no, that Neil 
was supervised at all times by his aide, and that he had the same access to toilet facilities as 
any other child. 

As I am about to describe, I do not believe that is a factual answer.  I was given the answer no, but I believe that 
the answer is so incorrect that it should have been yes.  In other words, the answer is in strong variance to the 
truth.  I know it was the answer given by staff from the Department of Education and Training to the minister.  
The response from the minister went on to say -  

However, the minister has instituted an independent investigation into the circumstances 
surrounding this issue.  The investigation will be carried out by Dr Jay Birnbrauer, clinical 
psychologist and acknowledged international expert on the treatment of young people with 
autism, particularly children with challenging behaviours. 

I then asked - 

(2) Is it the Government’s policy that children exhibiting disruptive behaviour, particularly 
disruptive behaviour stemming from intellectual disability, should be locked in cages as a 
management tool; and, if so, how many other children are similarly treated?  

The answer to that part of the question was a simple no.  The answer to the third part of my question advised that 
the minister had received the complaint to which I had alluded and that he had referred it to the department for 
advice, which is as I would expect.  The fourth part of my question asked -  

(4) Has the Department of Education and Training received, acknowledged and investigated Mrs 
Simons’ complaint; and, if so, when and with what conclusion?  

The answer stated -  

(4) The district director conducted an investigation and involved the police child abuse unit and 
the Anti-Corruption Commission on receipt of Mrs Simons’ complaint in September 2003.  As 
a result, the use of the facility was discontinued.  

The final part to my question stated - 

(5) When was the cage erected and is it still in existence?  
And the answer was -  

(5) The Department of Education and Training advises that the facility was not a cage.  The 
facility was installed on 11 September 2002 and comprised a fully airconditioned demountable 
classroom and an attached enclosed outdoor area.  It has now been removed. 

Through this forum, I want to send a clear message to those responsible in the Department of Education and 
Training, and one that I hope will also be picked up by the minister.  First, I do not know how to treat children 
with disruptive or particularly challenging behaviours in the education system.  I do not hold myself out to be a 
judge of any method of how others seek to manage children who present that sort of challenge.  I do not know 
what is an appropriate way to treat the child to whom I am referring.  I am sure that the special education staff 
from the Department of Education and Training do everything they can to treat and deal with such children in a 
compassionate and professional way, even though it must be very difficult to do so.  I make no judgment about 
how this child has been treated except to say that if a child were to be treated as too hard and simply locked in a 
mesh cage, then I can only imagine what impact that would have on that child’s psychiatric wellbeing as he 
grows up and goes through the rest of his life.   
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In light of the questions asked and the answers received, I return to some of my documentation provided by 
Mrs Simons.  When I last spoke to Mrs Simons only a few days ago, she said she was surprised that the 
Department of Education and Training had not sought to talk to her about any investigation, and yet we hear that 
an investigation has been conducted.  How on earth can the department conduct an investigation satisfactorily 
without addressing any questions to the complainant?  That is not an investigation.  That sounds to me like going 
through the motions.   
In respect of the facility, as the department calls it, I have read another document about the individual behaviour 
management plan for the boy about whom we are talking.  It refers to a place called “the quiet garden” and that 
this boy, if he misbehaves, will have a choice; he can either do as he is told or he can be put in the quiet garden.  
I have photographs here that show this facility and I am prepared to show them to any member.  I know a chain 
mesh cage when I see one, and, looking at these photographs, I am looking at one right now.  I do not want to 
hear any more nonsense in this place or anywhere else from officers from the Department of Education and 
Training that there is no cage or there has never been a cage when, quite plainly, there has been.  The shade cloth 
that surrounds it does not go on the top.  It is there to block out the boy, not to protect him from the elements.  
Indeed, this young boy was reported to have been sunburnt when placed in this facility and locked away, even 
though we were told that no such thing has happened.  If the investigators had asked her, Mrs Sheila Simons 
would have told them about the time that she went to the school and found the boy in great distress.  In a letter to 
the complaints management office in the Department of Education and Training she states - 

I was told he was never alone in this cage but when I went to get Neil one day he was not only locked in 
this cage crying ‘Mummy help me!  Mummy help me!’ he was alone.  The teachers assistant came 
round from the classroom and when I told her to unlock the cage she had to go and find the key.  What 
would have happened if there had been a fire?!!!  I might add that shadecloth was put on this cage after 
Neil was put in there on a hot day and got sunburnt.   

I also have the day-by-day diaries and notes kept by the staff at this school showing the almost everyday 
incidence of this boy being put into the quiet garden until he stopped whatever it was he was meant to stop 
doing.  It tells us about how he was made to clean up his own faeces in this garden if he soiled himself, because 
he has an incontinence problem, and all the rest of it.  There is plenty to investigate here, and all this information 
is available to the minister if he wants to get it from me.  However, I do not expect to receive answers in this 
place from the Department of Education and Training that tell me black is white and night is day.  I have the 
photos and I have the department’s notes and I hope that the minister will take up this matter now that I have 
raised it. 

Parliament House Extensions 
HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [5.58 pm]:  Often things happen without getting on the record.  I feel it 
should be put on record the quality and standard of the additions that have just been made to the northern side of 
Parliament House.  I must say that you, Mr President, and your predecessor, Hon George Cash, have managed 
with a much smaller budget than the other House to make improvements to our end of the building that are 
tasteful and beneficial to the members.  Hon George Cash established a very good precedent in doing so and I 
must say that you, Mr President, have continued with that.   

Of course, there are a few matters of concern.  I am distressed by the failure of Her Majesty the Queen and 
Prince Philip to resume their rightful place in this Chamber.  No doubt that is about to happen.   

Hon Barry House:  Perhaps they will come back with the airconditioning.   

Hon PETER FOSS:  I am sure it is about to happen.  No doubt next week I will be able to rise during member’s 
statements and note the pleasant return of our monarch and her spouse to their rightful place in the Chamber.  
That would be excellent.   

There is one matter I would like to put even higher than airconditioning.  The lack of airconditioning in this 
Chamber is something that mainly bothers us in summer.  How hot it can become in here certainly bothers us 
extremely.  I suppose it would also be nice to have some heating in the Chamber in winter.  However, the thing I 
am concerned about is the standard of seating in this place.  Although at times it is very convenient that we are 
not bound by the laws that are a bane upon everyone else in this place, the fact is that if we were bound by the 
laws relating to WorkSafe, these chairs would be condemned because they are conducive to injury to the back.  I 
note that I am not the only member now perched high on a solid board on my seat so that I do not become 
crippled by the chair in which I sit; there are now three members in this Chamber who must do the same thing.  I 
was not the first.  The late Hon Bob Pike was the first person who told me about the board one could sit on to 
stop one’s back from being injured.  Our working conditions in the Chamber are atrocious.  I do not think that 
people understand that we work without airconditioning and heating and in chairs that are bad for almost 
everything one could possibly say about one’s back and working.  The desks we work at are beyond the reach of 
everyone except a very large gorilla.  A method of overcoming that is to put a little board on the top of the 
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drawers so that members can put things such as laptop computers on them.  That then leads to severe injury 
when a member must stand suddenly, which does happen in this place.  A member will stand and suffer a severe 
blow, as they say, to some part of his anatomy, or else remain bent double so that it appears that some sort of 
dreadful cramp, probably caused by the seat, has seized one so that he is in a permanent half-ape position 
because he cannot straighten up.  Those things are unacceptable.  I am amazed that we, as representatives of the 
people, are expected to sit here for long hours and work when those are the seating conditions that we must put 
up with.  I do not think it is a luxury or excessive to say that we should have some comfortable seating, merely 
so that we do not suffer injury.   

I do not wish those small concerns to detract from the overall pleasure that I am sure all members share in the 
taste exhibited in, and the benefit that we have received from, the extensions that have taken place.  That is 
worthy of record, as where the changes made by your predecessor, Mr President.  I for one record my thanks and 
congratulate you.   

THE PRESIDENT (Hon John Cowdell):  In summing up, I note that a number of improvements have been 
made, most notably to the egregious situation brought to our attention by Hon Bruce Donaldson of our hourglass 
being out for divisions.  I assure members that this has been rectified during the break.  I indicate to members 
that at the top of our list of priorities with the Treasurer is airconditioning for the two Chambers.  A submission 
has been made in that regard.  We are negotiating on that point at the moment.  I trust that the adequacy of the 
seating in this Chamber or otherwise is not unduly curtailed by any action of the Heritage Council in due course, 
under its legislation.   

Hon Peter Foss:  And Her Majesty?   

The PRESIDENT:  Of course!  We will look to the appropriate adornment of the walls at the rear of the 
Chamber on the advice of the Parliamentary Services Committee.   

House adjourned at 6.06 pm 

__________ 
 


